
( 1 ) T(5th Sm.)-Philosophy-H/DSE-B-1(b)/CBCS

2020
PHILOSOPHY — HONOURS

Paper : DSE-B-1(b)

(Russell : Problems of Philosophy)
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Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words

as far as practicable.
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[English Version]

The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

1. Mark the correct answer (any ten) : 1×10

(a) Regarding the world of universals, Russell has criticized the view of
(i) Berkeley (ii) Hume (iii) Both (iv) Marx.

(b) Truth is
(i) correspondence (ii) coherence (iii) pragmatic (iv) none of these.

(c) Sense-data are
(i) object of sense-experience (ii) objective

(iii) imaginary (iv) none of these.
(d) Knowledge is acquired by

(i) description (ii) acquaintance (iii) belief (iv) both (i) and (ii).
(e) ‘A bad poet is a poet’ is a

(i) purely analytical judgment (ii) purely synthetic judgment
(iii) purely a posteriori judgment (iv) both synthetic and a posteriori judgment.

(f) Knowledge is
(i) true belief (ii) false belief (iii) good luck (iv) none of these.

(g) According to Russell, the inductive law, by the experience can be
(i) proved (ii) disproved

(iii) both proved and disproved (iv) neither proved nor disproved.
(h) The phenomena, according to Kant, is

(i) the thing-in-itself
(ii) essentially unknowable
(iii) the joint product of us and the thing-in-itself
(iv) sense-data.

(i) Three laws of thought are
(i) law of identity, law of contradiction, law of excluded middle
(ii) law of identity, law of excluded middle, law of commutation
(iii) law of contradiction, law of commutation, law of difference
(iv) none of the above.

(j) Knowledge by acquaintance is knowledge of
(i) table (ii) the sense-data

(iii) the memory of the table (iv) none of these.
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(k) The value of philosophy lies in
(i) unanalyzed philosophic contemplation
(ii) giving definite answers
(iii) for the sake of the questions themselves
(iv) the desire to establish God.

(l) Idealism is the doctrine that
(i) whatever exists must be in some sense non-mental
(ii) whatever exists must be in some sense mental
(iii) whatever exists must be in some sense physical
(iv) whatever exists must be in some sense phenomenal.

2. Answer any five questions : 5×5

(a) How does Russell refute idealism?

(b) Following Russell, distinguish between knowledge by acquaintance and knowledge by description.

(c) What does Russell mean by sense-data?

(d) What conditions must, according to Russell, be fulfilled by any theory of truth? Discuss briefly.

(e) What is the main argument regarding the existence of matter?

(f) How does Russell distinguish between existence and being?

(g) Briefly assess the type of realism supported by Russell in Problems of Philosophy.

(h) Discuss, according to Russell, sources of knowledge of things (particular and universal) and
knowledge of truth.

3. Answer any two questions :

(a) Discuss Russell’s view regarding the nature of matter. 15

(b) Explain the way in which Russell shows that our belief of ordinary physical objects is full of
self-contradiction. 15

(c) What does Russell mean by descriptive knowledge? Explain, after Russell, the nature and importance
of this sort of knowledge. 3+12

(d) What are the means of acquiring the knowledge of universals? Discuss after Russell. 15


